Immunolocalisation of aspartic proteinases in the developing human stomach.
The distribution and time of appearance in the developing human stomach of the 4 aspartic proteinases, pepsinogen, progastricsin, slow-moving protease and cathepsin D, all present in gastric carcinoma, has been determined by the peroxidase-antiperoxidase method on formalin fixed paraffin embedded sections of fetal stomach. Slow-moving protease appears to be the dominant enzyme from 12 weeks gestation onward, although progastricsin is also present at this time. Pepsinogen and cathepsin D do not appear until 17-18 weeks.